
When the same handful of people come to events, it’s time to cast a wider net in order to
engage more members of the congregation and extended community. 

There are many methods that clergy, professional, and lay leaders can use to draw
individuals, interfaith couples, and diverse families closer to Jewish life, community, and
learning, and to develop a sense of belonging and inclusion over time.

On the next page are just a few ideas to get creative juices flowing.

Casting A Wider Net
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Ask a respected lay leader, who is interpartnered and comfortable sharing, to share

their story with the congregation via the synagogue newsletter or other

communication vehicle and then host dessert to invite discussion, build relationships,

increase connections and sense of belonging;

Ask 4-6 families who are members and you know have a Gentile member to invite

other diverse families they know to the next event to strengthen existing relationships; 

Reach beyond the synagogue walls into the larger community by holding a “coffee and

conversation” or “beverages and banter” for interfaith couples to encourage new

members, foster curiosity about Judaism; and build new relationships with clergy;

Create an affinity group of grandparents who are members of your congregation and

interested in sharing ideas about how to transmit Judaism and Jewish identity to their

grandchildren, especially those grandchildren who have only one Jewish parent;

Hold a learner’s service for all seekers, especially Jews and their partners of other faith

backgrounds. Make sure to ask people to register so you collect contact info;

Plan an educational “date night” on a topic of interest for parents of preschoolers,

Jewish and of other faith backgrounds, during which childcare is provided;

Celebrate differences by occasionally inviting everyone on your mailing list to share

their favorite childhood memory of a holiday tradition or cultural custom. 
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