
Interfaith Aufruf

Blessing a Jew and Their Beloved is a Sacred Act: Here’s How

Creating an aufruf (a public pre-marriage celebration) for a couple that has one Jewish
partner and one partner of another faith involves thinking about both choreography and
word choices. It is important to have a conversation with the couple directly (not just one
of their parents) to learn a) what would be meaningful to them and b) to discuss
possibilities and comfort levels. There is no singular correct way, rather a variety of
options for a celebratory blessing in keeping with current movement standards. 

These three examples were created by RA members serving USCJ-affiliated congregations.
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Example 1 

The first step, as others describe, is to
connect with the couple and try to assess
their comfort level. One couple I had worked
with had decided that only the Jewish
partner would be called up for the aliyah
and mishebeirakh. The non-Jewish partner
came and sat right in front and, since we had
established a nice relationship, I motioned
for him to join us, which he did. 

“The mishebeirakh for marriage asks God's
blessings on the couple and instead of the
God of our ancestors, Ribono Shel Olam or
another Divine appellation -- may be a more
universal way to begin. Slightly rewording
the rest of the mishebeirakh for a marriage
works very nicely (see Rabbi Josh Ratner’s
wording, below). 

A reference to the 4th & 5th of the sheva
b'rakhot might also work -- May God who
brought humanity into being, who created
us all in the Divine image, bless these loving
companions as the first couple was blessed
in the Garden of Eden.” 

Example 2 

It is important for the couple to have agency
over what will feel most comfortable to
them. I asked the couple, especially the
partner of another faith background, what
he/she/they preferred in terms of sitting
through the aliyah and coming up after to
join their spouse for the misheberakh or
standing beside him during the aliyah and
then receiving the blessing together. They
both preferred the latter option so that is
what we did. 

"May God who brought humanity into being,
who created us all in the Divine image, bless
these loving companions as you did for the
first couple in the Garden of Eden.

May the Holy One of Blessing help you to
build a home based on love and harmony,
peace and companionship. May your love
continue to grow throughout your lives.
May your gifts complement each other and
may your union reveal undiscovered
blessings. In your marriage, may you never
feel lonely and, if you so choose, may you be
blessed with healthy children. Ribono shel
Olam, Master of the Universe who adores all
humanity, we ask that you nurture [Name]
and [Name] in fashioning a home filled with
happiness, love, and ma’asim tovim, good
deeds. May God, Source of Life, bring
blessing and success to you in all your
worthy endeavors. And let us say: Amen."

Example 3 

This was adapted from the Rabbi’s Manual.

"Source of Holiness, help us to see the sacred
dimension of all life. Guide this groom and
bride to the realization of sanctity and
devotion every day as today. Help them to
renew their love continually, as You renew
creation. May their concern for each other
reflect Your concern for all people; may
their loving faithfulness reflect Your love.

Throughout the years may they hallow their
life together, that the home they establish
become a blessing to all. May Your light
illuminate their lives. And let us say: Amen."
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